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ERC Starting Grant SOCMED, Socialist Medicine: an Alternative Global Health History 

The ERC Starting Grant research project titled “Socialist Medicine: an Alternative Global Health 
History” is launching a fellowship to enable a displaced or at-risk scholar regardless of nationality to 
spend up to six months at Humboldt University in Berlin. This opportunity is open to academics 
working on socialist or post-socialist health contexts, broadly construed, in the humanities or social 
sciences including    history, sociology, economy and anthropology and social medicine. Applications 
are informal and require a CV, a brief description of the project and of the personal situation in 
English language. The fellowship will provide funding to support researchers and their families. If 
necessary, we can assist with developing applications for additional funding to extend the 
fellowship period. 

To submit an application, or to request further information on the application procedure, please 
contact Prof. Dora Vargha dora.vargha@hu-berlin.de 
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Grants Awarded 

David Bannister and Sarah Marks have received a Birkbeck-Wellcome Institutional Strategic Support 
Fund Grant to host a workshop with Ghanaian doctors and health administrators reflecting on their 
international training, including in the socialist world. Sarah Howard has also been awarded a grant 
from Birkbeck’s School of Social Sciences, History and Philosophy to fund a series of oral history 
interviews with Ethiopian practitioners who trained in the Soviet Union. 
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Inside this issue: 

Welcome to the monthly Connecting 3 Worlds Newsletter! Each issue of 
the newsletter will update you on the latest research findings from our 
research team, update you on our recent activities and events, and 
highlight opportunities to get involved in our research. 



19 April 2022 

Professor Dora Vargha gave the CEERES Director's Lecture at the University of Chicago titled Endings in Crisis: 
Pandemic Narratives in Times of Conflict and present her research in progress in the Centre’s seminar. The    
enduring persistence, resurgence and mutation of many epidemic diseases have made apparent the problematic 
nature of the ‘epidemic disease narrative’ in the 21st century. With the quick succession of intractable global 
epidemic crises in the early 21st century, clear narratives of beginning, crisis and ‘ending’ have become           
increasingly untenable as a comprehensive explanatory model. Historical research can help us understand how 
epidemic narratives fueled and mobilized people and resources in the 20th century, and approaches we need to 
consider as we are faced with the uncertain trajectory of many diseases in the 21st century. As a devastating 
destruction is ravaging Ukraine, the question of overlapping crises and the intertwining narratives of epidemics 
and war are particularly important to address and place in historical context. This lecture aims to shift our    
attention to question what, when and for whom is an end of an epidemic ‘the end’, and what happens after. 

 

More information here. 

28 March 2022 

Dora Vargha presented at the "Contagion" - History of Medicine and Heath Seminar organized under the auspices of the     
Groningen Centre for Health and Humanities and the Centre for Historical Studies. Responsibilities for health, access to 
healthcare, and contagion were highly visible issues around which Cold War conflicts were organised, whether through hospital
-building and medical training programs, debates around socialised medicine, or the international control of epidemics.      
However, socialist contexts show up surprisingly little in master narratives of global health, including the contributions of their 
networks, health structures, and ideas underpinning public health to this history. There is much to gain, however, by             
integrating these missing contexts into global health history, not only historiographically, but analytically as well. Through an 
analysis of epidemic management approaches in socialist regimes, this paper considers how it might be possible to move    
beyond the conventional separation of ‘vertical’ versus ‘horizontal’ health intervention concepts, and explores the role of   
socialist networks and priorities in health that have shaped epidemic experience in the socialist world and beyond.  
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Utopias/Dystopias in the Field of Health: Political 
Expectations, Promises and Practices 

CEERES Director's Lecture: Endings in Crisis: Pandemic 
Narratives in Times of Conflict 

Vertical or Horizontal? Socialist Health, Priorities and 
Epidemic Management 

14 April 2022 

Professor Dora Vargha gave a keynote lecture at the Spring School of The School for Advanced 
Studies in the Social Sciences (l’EHESS) and Centre for Research on Medicine, Science, Health,   
Mental Health, and Society (CERMES3) Utopias/Dystopias in the Field of Health: Political               
Expectations, Promises and Practices in Autrans-en-Vercors, France.  
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https://ceeres.uchicago.edu/news/ceeres-directors-lecture-endings-crisis-pandemic-narratives-times-conflict


7-8 April 2022 

Professor Edna Suárez-Díaz paticiapted in the Workshop “History and Historiography of the Life Sciences: Traces 
of Hans-Jörg Rheinberger at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, in Berlin.  

 16 March 2022 

Dora Vargha discussed the pandemic and war at the “COVID 
Calls” digital archive to reflect on the first two years of the     
pandemic. 

Page 3 

Writing Retreat at Heidesee 

History and Historiography of the Life Sciences: Traces of 
Hans-Jörg Rheinberger 

COVID Calls: Pandemic and War I: Dora 
Vargha in Conversation with Jacob 
Steere Williams and Pavlo Kovtonyuk 

March 2022 

Dora Vargha, Sarah Marks and Edna Suárez-Díaz gathered for a secluded space of writing and    
planning the next activities of the C3W project.  A position paper is the result of the stay at       
Heidesee, soon to be submitted for publication.  

Read more about the presentation here. 

Newsletter 

CONNECTING 3 
WORLDS 

NEWLETTER 
 

March 2022 

Podcast “Global Health: A View From 
the Socialist World” 

2 February 2022 

professor Dora Vargha talked about socialism and global health 
in the podcast series organised by the Research Center for the 
History of Transformation at the University of Vienna. In this 
episode, Moderated by Anna Calori (RECET), Dora reflects upon 
the role of the socialist world in shaping the recent history of 
medicine, as well as current approaches to global health and 
epidemics, and discussed what can we learn from the history 
and politics of global health?  

Listen to the podcast here. 

https://www.rug.nl/research/icog/research/research-centres/research-centre-for-historical-studies/events-chs/2022-03-28-contagion-vargha?lang=en
https://www.recet.at/podcast/detail/global-health-a-view-from-the-socialist-world


David Bannister, Wilful Blindness: Sleeping Sickness and Onchocerciasis in Colonial Northern Ghana,       
1909–1957, Social History of Medicine, 2022 

David Bannister published an article on Social History of Medicine. His article discusses two related episodes 
in colonial West Africa, as examples of the way that serious public health problems could (and can) be ignored 
for long periods despite widespread evidence of their effects, particularly when problems have occurred 
among communities with little political influence, or in regions seen to be of low economic importance. The 
article examines the administrative failures, gulfs in institutional knowledge, conflict between economic and 
public health imperatives, pervasive ignorance and instances of deliberate concealment that permitted the 
spread of two diseases—sleeping sickness and onchocerciasis—in colonial northern Ghana from the early 
1900s until the country gained independence in 1957. 

Read the article here. 

23 January 2022 

Dora Vargha was interviewed for an article titled ‘A sea 
of questions after epidemics’ in the Portuguese daily 
newspaper, Publico on her research on epidemic 
temporalities.  

You can find the article in Portuguese here.  

Upcoming Publications in Routledge Handbook of 
Anthropology and Global Health 

PUBLICATIONS 

After the End of Epidemics 

Sarah Howard, David Bannister and Sebastian Fonseca have a chapter accepted for the Routledge 
Handbook of Anthropology and Global Health, that will explore overlaps, influences and points      
of tension between medical anthropologists and historians of science and medicine in their              
contributions to the interdisciplinary field of global health.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

26 April 2022 

Dr Sarah Marks will co-host a 
workshop in Boston entitled 
‘Recovery, Rehabilitation and 
Remission in Mental Health: 
Historical Perspectives’, the 
presentations from which will 
form the basis of a 
forthcoming special issue of 
History of the Human Sciences 

 

18-20 May 2022 

Team member Lu Chen will 
present at “Global 
Interference? Science and 
Foreign Policy Interactions in 
China” at Max Plank Institute 
for the History of Science in 
Berlin 

C3W IN THE MEDIA 

Connecting Three Worlds and Socialist Medicine 

11 January 2022 

Hungarian independent news portal Mérce 
published a feature interview with Dora Vargha 
about the research agenda of the project, titled 
‘One third of the world has been left out of the 
history of health’. 

The interview is available in Hungarian here.  

10 January 2022 

Dora Vargha was featured in a video report of the 
Washington Post to talk about the lessons from history 
regarding the end of the pandemic. 

See the interview here. 

How Pandemics End Sarah Howard wrote about the role of Facebook 
in conflict in Ethiopia for African Arguments 

11 December 2021 

African Arguments published an article by our team 
member Dr Sarah Howard titled 
“Underinvestment, Corporate Greed and Lack of 
Oversight: The Scandal of Facebook’s Role in 
Ethiopia’s Conflict”.  

Read the article here.  
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